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In the service of football 

•  The FIFA Technical Study Group is integrated in all 
major tournaments. It consists of experts who have 
gained experience at an international level. The 
evaluations are based always in the context of 
international football at the highest level. 

•  The detailed information is summarized in a report, 
which is available to all FIFA national associations. 
It also includes teaching materials in the form of 
DVDs. 

•  The goal is clear: the development of the world's 
most popular sport 



The FIFA Technical Study Group 
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Match Calendar 

•  In 19 days a total of 58 games were played (26 
women and 32 men) 
 

•  Every three days, sometimes after long trips, the 
teams had to show their best performance 
 

•  Between the quarter-finals, semifinals and finals 
(women) only two days of rest 
 

•  The men had three rest days between the semifinals 
and the finals, which is absolutely necessary  



-  Intercontinental tournament 
-  12 teams (3 groups, ¼, ½, Final) 
-  No restrictions in terms of age of the players 
-  Tournament organized by the IOC and FIFA 
-  25 July - 11 August 2012 in the UK  

The Women’s Tournament 



Women’s Ranking 

1.   USA 
2.   Japan 
3.   Canada 

 
Semifinals 
06.08. France - Japan 1:2 (0:1) 
06.08. Canada - USA 3:4 (3:3 / 1:0) 
Match for the bronze medal 
09.08. Canada - France 1:0 (0:0) 
Final 
10.08. USA - Japan 2:1 (1:0)  



-  Best teams (except Germany) with the best players in 
the tournament 

-  Some big differences in the performances within the 
groups 

-  Ofensive orientation 
-  Quality improvements towards the finals 
-  Own game philosophies 
-  Best fitness of the best teams 
-  Professional team behind the team  

The Women’s Tournament 



-  USA: constant pressure on opponents, instant in 
depth play, present in the goal area, technically and 
physically strong 

-  Japan: careful play build-up, well organized, tactical 
flexibility, high intelligence game, technically and 
physically strong 

-  Canada: physically strong, tactically flexible, rapid 
counter-attacks, enormous increase during the 
tournament 

-  France: Technically strong, variable, creative play  

The Womens Tournament 



-  Intercontinental tournament 
-  16 teams (4 groups, ¼, ½, Finale) 
-  U-23 tournament plus 3 older players 
-  Tournament organized by the IOC and FIFA 
-  25 July - 11 August 2012 in the UK  

The men's tournament 



The key to success  

The squad 
A key success factor was the Squad 
Four teams that participated with their current and future 

(2014 World Cup) A selections all reached semi-finals. 
Not all the teams had three players older than 23 in their 

squads (Gabon 1, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, 
Senegal 2) 

Some teams could not get all the desired player in their 
squads (eg Switzerland)  



Switzerland  

European Championship 2011  Olympic Games 2012  

The beginning of the preparations 
for the tournament 
February - March 2011  

The beginning of the preparations 
for the tournament  
10 July 2012 

U21 teams from 12 August 2010 
played 16 games together 
(9w-4e-3l)  

U23 teams from 09 July 2012 
0 games played together  

Short break after the competition 
5 days of rest 

Long pause after the championship 
20 to 40 days of rest  

Physical preparation ajusted for the 
European tournaments 

Physical preparation ajusted accord-
ing to the requirements of the clubs 

18 out of 23 players had probability 
to participate = great motivation 

3-5 out of 50 players had probability 
to participate = little motivation  



The tactical analysis 



Clear organization  

•  Both in attack and in defense 
 

•  Great tactical discipline 
 

•  Increasingly intensive and aggressive defensive work 
in all situations where the opponent had the ball 
 

•  After losing possession immediate switch and 
orientation towards the ball overtake → keeping the 
initiative → the oponent has never time and space 
(Mexico, South Korea, Japan)  

Video 





 
Limited time and space for the opponent’s 
organization (work against the ball)  

-  Immediate disturbance in order to win the ball, early and 
high (ball gains in the attacking half in Spain - Japan = 
15: 29/12 total chances) 
 

-  After an early ball possesion, immediately gain vertical 
clearance and completion 



 
Fast switching after winning the ball  

-  After winning the ball and quick switch, and if possible 
forward the play into depth → 1 idea forward 

-  If not possible, constructive play with rhythm changes 
-  Possession does not equal victory (Final: Brazil 60% / 

40% in Mexico)  

Video 





Efficient game  

-  Efficient game in the goal area (passes and 
achievements) 

-  Achievement efficiency is decisive against better 
organized opponent 

-  Finals: Mexico 12 / 2; Brazil 20 / 1  



 
No fouls near own penalty area 
 

-  Average number of fouls in Zone 1: 
-  Japan 1 
-  Mexico 2 
-  South Korea 2  



The importance of the first goal  

-  Only 4 games where the team that took the lead did 
not win or at least played the draw. 

-  Semifinal Japan - Mexico 1 - 3 (1 - 1) 
-  UAE - Uruguay 1-2 
-  Brazil - Belarus 3-1 
-  Brazil - Honduras 3-2  



 
The Olympic Football Tournament  
 
 
The Olympic Men's Football Tournament 2012 in London 

had a deserved winner in the team of Mexico  
 

The Mexicans were better during the tournament and 
always played their best games in the semifinals and 
finals 
 

Very strong collective game  



Men’s ranking 

1.   Mexico 
2.   Brazil 
3.   Republic of Korea 

 
Semifinals 
07.08. Mexico - Japan 3:1 (1:1) 
07.08. Republic of Korea - Brazil 0:3 (0:1) 
Match for the bronze medal 
10.08. Republic of Korea - Japan 2:0 (1:0) 
Finals 
11.08. Brazil - Mexico 1:2 (0:1)  



South Korea 

•  Tactical system: 4-4-2 

•  After losing possession of the  
ball instant forward movement  
to reposes the ball 

•  Quick transition from defense to attack 

•  Fast players 

•  Disciplined, well-organized defense 

•  Secure combination game 

•  Strong wing play 

•  Good individual technique 

•  Will to perform 

•  Impressive run capacity of the players  



Asian teams  

The Asian teams (Japan, South Korea) 
show constant progress in the world rankings.  
Great probability that one of the Asian teams shall 
position themselves in top of World ranking by the next 
World Cup. 
 

Japan, as the Asian champion and South Korea as the 
third in the continental championship in Qatar last year 
also in this Olympic tournament, had impressed with 
clear concept of the modern play.  

Video 





Brazil 

•  Tactical system: 4-4-2 

•  Good individual technique 

•  Secure combination game 

•  Attacking play through the middle 

•  Effective use of rear defender 

•  Patient build-up of the play from the 
defense towards midfield 

•  Game-determining individual rounder: 
Neymar and Oscar 

•  Excellent interaction of the offensive 
player in possession of the ball, a lot of 
play positions  



Individual qualities 

Brazil was better on the individual's quality of players 
than the other selections. However, this resulted in 
large confidence in the individual strength to 
unfocused-units, especially in defense, but also partly 
in the attack. 

 
This individual quality of the Seleção they showed in the 

spectacular actions in the attack resulted in scoring 
spectacular goals thanks to the individual actions or 
combinations with 1-2 ball touches.  



Mexico 

Mexico 
Final table: 1 
Play system: 
Brazil - Mexico (4-2-1-3) 
 
scorers: 
4 Goals Oribe PERALTA (9) 
3 Goals Giovani DOS SANTOS (10)  



Mexico - Tactics 

•  Tactical system: 4-2-1-3 

•  Fast switching defensive-offensive 

•  Attacks down the wings 

•  Very good individual technique 

•  Disciplined, well-organized defense 

•  Immediate pressure after losing possession 

•  Impressive run capacity of the players 
winning mentality 

•  Take advantage of the whole field for the offensive play 

•  Wings, go inward and be strong in the 1:1 
Dangerous at set pieces (free kicks, corner kicks and throw-ins)  



Player  

• 14 ENRIQUEZ Jorge: Defensive midfielder, heavy workload, 
good technique and high intelligence game 
 

• 9 Oribe PERALTA: Hazardous center forward can freely run 
well, great technique and a precise shot 
 

• 10 Giovani dos Santos: Cruel striker with good dribbling 
skills, the game takes advantage of his intelligence and his 
technique perfectly, very dangerous when ball is not in 
motion. 
 

• 8 FABIAN Marco: attacking midfielder with a powerful shot 
and great technique, strong in the 1:1  



Mexico National team 

Crucial for winning the gold medal: 
 
•  The enormous efficiency in zone 3  

Video 





-  Initiative defensively and offensively 
-  Work against the ball 
-  Few fouls in Zone 1 
-  Flexibility 
-  Efficiency 
-  Orientation (360 °) 
-  Cognitive aspects (creativity - Principles) 
-  Details (preparation, opponents, regeneration) 
-  Absolute dedication 
-  Ability to suffer (last 30 ')  

Summary and Trends  



Thank you! 


